Page 44. — THE HERALD, Provo,Utah,—Sunday, July 21,1985 — š: 


Travel 


Where to go, 
how to get there 
and things to do 
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Buffalo roam Yellowstone freely, sometimes grazing near cabins at Lake Yellowstone Lodge. 


Yellowstone Still Glorious 
Trip Even After Changes 


By KAYLENE NELSEN 
Assistant City Editor 


Seeing Yellowstone Park is al- 
ways like the first time, for me 
anyway. 

Almost anyone can feel the same 
way because of all the changes 
constantly going on in the park. 
Many can remember driving al- 
most to the edge of Old Faithful, 
parking the car and watching the 
most famous geyser spout off just 
a few feet away. No more. 

Now there’s a short freeway sys- 
tem to get into the Old Faithful 
area. It can be a little jarring for 
someone who remembers how it 
used to be. 

More and more the manmade 
portions of the first national park 
in the United States must be 
changed to protect what Mother 
Nature has created. Man cannot be 
trusted, without laws, to leave 
Mother Nature alone. 

Those who have visited the park 
many times over the last 20 years 
will more readily see the changes. 
One used to drive near Morning 
Glory Pool but now it is a hike 
over a mile from Old Faithful. 
More boardwalks surround the 
thermal areas and all now bear 
warnings: “It is unlawful to leave 
the boardwalk,’ and “Smoking Not 
Permitted in Thermal Areas.” 


One might wonder why until a 
visit to Norris Geyser Basin. Out 
near the boardwalk that meanders 
around small geysers is a sign. 
“This is a vandalized geyser’ it 
proclaims of the lifeless hole in the 
earth. So many tourists pumped 
rocks and debris into the opening 
that the underground inlets were 
blocked. It is now illegal to throw 
pennies into the hot pools, once a 
popular things to bring good luck. 

A fence keeps visitors from 
stealing pieces of the petrified tree 
and touching the awesome piece of 
nature’s work as well. 

Fishermen can no longer use live 
bait in the park. So many “sucker” 
fish have been brought in over the 
years that they now rival the na- 
tive trout for the valuable spawn- 
ing spaces. 

A sign at Obsidian Cliff warns of 
the federal laws about removing 
the obsidian rocks. Many will re- 
call lines of cars parked at the 
area, scouring the slopes for the 
shiney black glass. 

Years ago, those lines of cars 
also signaled a bear, usually poised 
on two legs, showing off for the 
tourists or begging for handouts. 
Now a bear seen around tourists is 
captured and trucked away into the 
higher country. 

Other animals, protected by man 
now, display an attitude of toler- 


ance for humans, many not finding 
the two-legged creatures anything 
to fear or run from. Buffalo now 
roam the park in almost every 
area. Early in June this year the 
beasts were munching grass next 
to the cabins at Yellowstone Lake, 
walking aimlessly down the road 
near Upper Falls, Their forms dot- 
ted the Hayden Valley until one 
couldn't count them all. Elk, mule 
deer and a few moose could be 
found everywhere. 

Squirrels, chipmunks and mar- 
mots also showed no fear of man. 
Silky black ravens seemed to pose 
for cameramen. 

While the animals are active 
during the early part of the season, 
the tourists are sparse. Picnic ta- 
bles are easily found, and throngs 
of people don’t crowd the popular 
spots. 

“A photographic and Comprehen- 
sive Guide to Yellowstone National 
Park” is a must for any visitor. 
The book shows and tells of all the 
sights one will see while touring 
the park. Many are not listed on 
the maps given out at the en- 
trances. The book details the geo- 
logic happenings, explains what 
caused some of the sights one sees 
while touring by car, and points 
out areas and animals to watch for 
while traveling areas of the park. 
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